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Which are retained by the CAMB RO- 
BRITONS, ‘more particularly in Non TH-Warzs) 
and, fuppofed, by the Learned, to be the Remains 
of the: Music of the Antient Dauips, fo much famed 

іп Roman Hitoy — s c 
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Set for the Harp, Harpfichord, Violin, and all within the 
. Compafs of the German Flute ; and figured for a Thorou h-Baß, | 


€ 


vwd. + То which is prefixed, 


п Hiftorical Account of the Rife and Progrefs of MUSIC among 
the Antient BRI TON 5; wherein the Errors of Dr. Powel, and his 


.. Editor Mr. Wynne, on that Subje@, in their Боку of WALES, are 


. Pointed out, and confuted; and the whole fet in its true and proper Light, 
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НЕ antient Майе of the وت‎ of ВЕ hath been fo 
intermixed with that of other Nations, who have from time to 
time made Conquefts, or otherwife inhabited in this Шапа, that, 
as well in that as in other Arts and Sciences among them, it is, at this 
day, a very difficult Matter to trace out the true Briti/h Марс and Из 
Revolutions; yet, upon а ftrict Enquiry into our Hiftory, and antient 
Manuferipts іп that Science, ftill extant among the Curious, we may | 
make a tolerable guefs at its Rife and Progrefs among Ше Brizifh 


`. Nation: This, of all other Arts of Amufement, feems to be the шой 
antient, and hath been careffed by all People in the World, Barbarous 
` as well аз Civil. The той antient Account we find of our ۸ | 
x Мойс, із in the Time of the Druids, it being a very confiderable | 
- Branch of the Pagan Religion. The шой learned of that Profeffion, Я ] 
in this part of. the World (as Julius Cejar fays*) were in the Ife of : | : 
Britain; and Mr. Rowlands, points out the very Spot to be Anglefey ° u | 
where their chief Schools were. Ammianus Marcellinus, who flou- і 
x а Caf. сой Live cabs, due uim $ L Мога. وگ‎ Relaurata, Duo QUEM ۶ی‎ | 


> 


ба ЖЫ, Wes SN ; 6 ይይ SS 7 Я 3 EL F 


rifhed about Three hundred and eighty Years after Chri/, tells us, that 
the Tribe of them, called the Bards, fung in well-made Сотрой- 
tions to the Дуга“, the heroic А95 of their great Men. 


This Druzdical Inftitution in Britain and Gaul, is fuppofed to be of 
very antient ftanding, and not above Five hundred Years from the 
Flood; 2. e. not above three or four Removes, at fartheft, from the 
Perfon who is fuppofed to һауе pofleffed all human Knowledge; 
whence we may date the Origin of our Briti/h Мик. ‘This may 
feem an odd Pofition to common Readers, but to Perfons well verfed 
in Antiquity and Hiftory, it contains nothing abfurd or ftrange, 


Time having made a terrible Havock among our-antient Hiftory, 
we find, at this diftance, but Glimmerings of Light, 'till the great 
Сејатз Ambition opened a new Scene, which is yet delivered us 
but partially, as fome bold Spirits have hinted, particularly Suetonius 
and Lucan‘, 


Abaris (which our Critics pronounce ар Rhys) was а noted Britifp 
Druid inthe Time of Pythagoras, and mentioned.by Roman Authors; 
and unlefs Ithel, Forwerth [or Edwart,] and Yr Atbro Fédd, were 
Druids, who invented the Chromatic Notes, and thofe Keys which 
bear their Names, we have none other of the Names of the Druids 


handed down to us. 


The Brit Hiflory* mentions one Blegywryt, a King of Britain, 
about One hundred and ninety Years before Chrif, who was а great 
Mafter of Inftrumental Mufic, and upon that Account called the God 


of Harmony. 


Our Druids, upon the Roman Conquefts, having retired to Ireland 
and the 7/۲ of Man, (Places that the Roman Sword could not then 
reach) it is Ё the Theory of the Briti/h Mufic moved along with 
them, and fettled in. Ireland particularly, which, no doubt, was the 
Seat of Philofophy апа. Politene for many Ages, till Wars and Dif- 

_ fentions buried almoft all in Oblivion. 


3ے 


The Romans had but. a poor Title to Mufic, Poetry, or any Part 
of polite Learning, before the Grecian Conqueft, which was about 
One hundred and Fifty Years before the Birth of Chrif, i.e. about One 
hundred Years before they invaded Britain; fo that the Arts and 
Seiences (except the Military and Oratory) were but in their In- 


с Commonly tranflated а Harp, ዩ Galf. Mon. 
4 Suet. Vit. Luc. Pharfal. 


fancy 


tsi 
4 fancy At Rome when Julius Cejar vifited us, which was about Fifi. | 
‘three Years before Chrifi ; for 1n the 5924 Year of the City (which wag 
. about One hundred and fixty-two Years before Chrif) al Teachers of 
_ Philofophy and Politenefs were banifhed the City of Reme by a Public 
Баа, fome few Grecian Teachers having then crept among them: 
And Cicero owns f, the Romans at that Time knew nothing of Mathe- 
matics farther than Arithmetic and Reafoning $ Or, as Mr. Kenner expref- 
fes its, Meafuring and Cafting Accompts. Cafo, in his Origines, men- 
tions the Майс of the antient Romans, which Cicero quotes, to - 
prove they had, formerly, a kind of ` Mufic as wellas other N ations; 
« They fang to the Тита (fays he) the Praifes of famous Men.” 


I think this proves the Briti/b Mufic to be entirely our own, and 

a Remains of Drwidifin; and that we could not borrow it from the 

Romans, or any other Nation. Ireland, as before mentioned, being 

the chief Store-houfe of Politenefs, for Ages after the Roman Invafion, 

it is to be fuppofed that the Wars and Diftractions in Britain (which 

are never Friends to Learning) drove what little Knowledge was left 
here, into the Mountains of Wales, as the moft fafe Retirements; and 

there remains to this Day, among thofe fimple well-meaning Britains, 

for all that the Romans, Ри, Scots, Saxons, Danes, and Normans 
could do: The peculiar Air of their Mufic, and Method of Singing, 

plainly fhews it, even at this diftance of Time, 9 


There were fome Regulations made in the Keys of Мийс, in King 
Cadwaladr’s Time, which might Бе about the Year 7003 .and 
Dr. John David ё names fome Keys and Tunesi, rs 


We read of no remarkable Alterations in our Mufic, or Inftruments, 
after this, till about A.D. rroo, when Gruffydd ap Cynan, Prince of 
С North-Wales (as Caradoc tells us*) reformed the Diforders of the 
Же)» Minfirels, by a Statute made for that Purpofe. Dr. Powel, in 
- his Notes on Caradoc, informs us what this Reformation was; it pre- 
fcribed their Behaviour; Rewards, and Punifhments, But the Do&or 
fays farther, that the Майс, for the most PART, in Wales, in his 
Time, (not the Inftruments) either came over from Ireland, with the 
faid Prince and his 7۳۸/۵ Muficians, or was compofed by them after- 
wards. Mr. Wynne, the late Editor of Caradoc’s Hiftory, hath mix- 
ed all the Notes with the Text through the whole Book, as well as in 
this Place, and, miftaking the Senfe of this Paflage in Dr. Powel, by 
not diftinguifhing between Inftrumental Mufic and Mufical 19 በጨ 
f Сіс. Tufe. Queft. cus i Dr. ኦ . Rhys’s Gram. р. 303. 


5 Kennet’s Effay. - К Carad. Chron, in vit. Gr. ap Cyn. 
, Ë A kind of Flute made of Cranes Legs, жо AX 


ኒ 


~ 


ments 


^ % 


[ 4 | 


ments (i. e. between a Minuet and a Fidle) hath mifled ‚all his 

Readers ever fince, in faying, that the Harp and Crowd! (as he calls 
2 о 

it) came from Ireland.; 


The Authority of Vejanus may prove ће Crwru to be-a 0 
Inftrument: 


Romanu[que Lyra, plaudat tibi Barbarus Натра, 
Gracus Archilliaca, CRorvA Britanna canal”. 


And it alfo appears from this Diftich, that the Roman Lyra and the. 


Barbarian Harpa (both which the Moderns take for our Telyn or 
Harp) are quite different Inftruments. ў 


Аз о Dr. Powel’s Note оп Caradoc, before mentioned, where he 
argues from the 771۸ Names of the Tunes in our antient Books of 
Mufic, that mof part of our Britifh Mufic was had from the ер: 
If fo, it was but paying what they had borrowed before. But it feems 
_ the Doétor had no great Knowledge in that Art, or had not feen 
many Books of Mufic; a good Antiquarian may be a bad Mufician ; 
it feems to turn out quite otherwife than what he fays; for moft of 
the Terms of Art, Names of Tunes, Keys, бс. im, our old ۸ 
Books, (of which I have (сеп many) are either Britifh, or deriveable 
from the Greek, as a great part of the Language. by its Analogy feems 
to ђе ^, or elfe are fo very obfcure, that neither the Britz/h nor 71۸ 
can account for them; and thofe, for aught we know, may be the 
antiquated Terms of the Druids, 

The Enumeration of two particular Keys being*Ir7/h, defcribed in 
our old Books of Briti/h Mufic, as у Cywair Gwyddelig dieithr, and 
7 Lleddf gywair Gwydayl, 1; е. the Strange Irifh Key, and the Flat 
Irifb Key, plainly thew all the other Keys (Flat and Sharp) are Ву; 
and (оте Pieces of Майс attributed to Ше 17, or that bear 0 
Names, which are but few, as y Gainge ddu or Werddon, т.е. the 
Black Tune from Ireland, Әс. demonftrate the fame, 


But what clears all up, in regard to the above Paflage, is the fol- 
lowing Account I find in an old Manufcript of Briti/h Mufic. 


After feveral Examples of the Meafures of Mufic in Compofition, 
after the Manner of the Britons, fays he: 


۱ Dr. Powel calls it Crowth; in Ви,  ™ Vejan. lib. vil. car. 8. 
Crwth; а kind of Tenor to the Harp, with ix " See Pexron’s Antiq. of Nations, and Lhuyd's 
Strings, | Archzologia Britannica. 


Llyma 


16] 
Llyma т. Pedwar mefur ar bugain Cerdd dant, yn ol 
Rheol Fefur oll, fal. у cyfanfoddwyd mewn Eifteddfod, бс. 


according to the Rule of Meafure, as they were compofed in a Con- 
greís before many Doctors of the Science, of Britons, curious in that 
Art, and others of Iri/b, in the Time of Gruffydd ap Cynan, and 
were wrote in Books by Order of Both Parties, viz. the Britifb and 
ТР, Principal and Royal, of that Time, and copied from thence, &. 


Hence it appears, that Prince Griffydd ap Cynan only brought 
(оте of the chief Irib Muficians with him, who joined with the 
Britons in regulating the Art of Compofition and, whether the 7۸ 
had kept their Майс in greater Perfection than the Nortb-Wales 
‚Men, ог not, this Prince having been bred and born in the City of 
Dublin, and thereby having imbibed a natural Affection for the Irifb 
Миће, he at leaft thought fo; which occafioned the above mentioned 
Congrefs. | | 


‚ We read of (оте Laws in relation to Майс, made by Bleddyn ap 
Cynfyn, Prince of Powys, about the Year 106 5; but have not room 
to enlarge upon that Head, and fhall clofe up this Account with a 
Paflage out of Giraldus Cambrenfis, who was Secretary to King 


· Henry the Second, and "Tutor to King ‘ори, and wrote the Hiftories 


of Ireland and Wales about the Year 1150. He would never have 
given the Britons füch a Character in Mufic, if they had but lately, 


(andin his Time) borrowed their Inftruments and Mufic from the Те. 


In his Defcription of Wales, ће ۰ 

* In muficis Inftrumentis dulcedine aures deliniunt & demulcent, ` 
«е tanta чог celeritate pariter & fubtilitate feruntur, tantamque 
« difcrepantium fub tam precipiti digitorum rapacitate confonantiam 
<“ ргеЙапь quantum, hw tranfeam in tribus nationibus, titulo 


* de muficis InftrumentispHibernica topographia noftra declarat in hac 
* verba: Mirum quod in tanta,tam precipiti digitorum, rapacitate mu- 
* fica fervatur proportio, et arte per omnia TE Т а mo- 
« dulos organaque multipliciter, intricata, tam (мау! velocitate; tam 


© difpari paritate, Де difcordi concordia, confona redditur,et completur 


“© melodia; 4 eu chordz concrepent: femper нет, 
«B: molli incipiunt, ёс in idem redeunt, ut cuncta fub jucunde fono- 
« ritatis dulcedine compleantur. Tam fubtiliter modulos intrant & ex- 
* eunt; ficque fub obtufo groffioris chordz fonitiygracilium tinnitus li- 
* centius ludunt, latentius delectant, lafciviufque demulcent, ut pars 
* artis maxima videatur artem velare, tanduam — 


- 9 A Literal Tranflation. ; 
P Cambr. Defer. сар. хі. р. 889. Frankfort edit.out of Camden’s Copy. 


C 


2. €. Thefe are the Twenty-four Mea fares of Inftrumental Майс, all 


4 


~ 


た ささ ہے ~ وس‎ ће وک هب‎ тула N ` 


Plurima concreti раб ее Carmina Bardi. с 


[6] 


« , lateat profit 


— < Ferat ars deprenfa pudorem. 


« Hine bl ut ea que fubtilius intuentibus, et artis arcana acute 
e difeutientibus, internas & ineffabiles comparant animi delitias, ea non 
< attendentibus, fed tanquam videndo non videntibus, & audiendo non 
< intelligentibus, aures potius onerent quam delectant, et tanquam 
< confufo, Rordinatoque ftrepitu,invitis auditoribus, faftidia pariant te- 
« diofa. Tribus,utuntur Inftrumentis, Cythara, Tibiis, & Choro. — 


And a little further ; 
« In Cantilenis Rhythmicis et dictamine tam fubtiles inveniuntur, ut 


٤ miré, & exquifitg inv ntionis, lingua propria tam verborum quam 
4% Nos fententiarum 6 eferant exornationes. Unde et poétis Zquos Bardos 


1 E vocant ad hoc deputatos in hac natione multos invenies. Juxta 


“Шай poéticum ; 


Again, in cap. xiii. p. 890. De Symphonis eorum cantilenis organicis, 
е In mufico modulamine non uniformiter,ut alibi, fed multipliciter, 


ж carmina,difcriminaque vocum, varia in unam/demique (ub B mollis dul. 


« седе blanda confonantiam & organicam сопуепіепііайі melodiam.” ተ፦ 


From this curious Account of Gzraldus, it appears, that the Briti/h 
Мойс (which hence may be taken for granted to be a Remains of 
Druidifin) had then arrived at a very great Perfection ; the greateft Art 
being to conceal Art. And the Chromatic Note В flat being fo frequent 
(as he mentions) in their Compofitions, fhews it to be ап antient In- 
vention among them, though it was not known to the reft of the 
World tillthe Time of Guido Aretinus the Monk, who might be a 
contemporary of Giraldus. | | 


The Curious may expect a further Account of the Brzti/b Mufic 
(if the Publifhers of this Colle&ion are encouraged to go on) соп» 
taining their Rules of Compofition, Terms of Art, Gc. which may 
be a Means of preferving a valuable Branch of Brith Antiquity. | 


М. В. Thefe Airs being in their Style different from any extant of other 
Nations, we thought it proper to acquaint the Encouragers thereof, that 
the fureft way of attaining the true Tafte of them, is to play, even 
the Allegros, flower than commonly done; and the other Movements 
will be Бей and fureft found out by the fame Rule; for, in playing them 
too Ай, their Beauties will be entirely loft. | 

THE 


42-. ж multifque modis et modulis cantilenas emittunt, adeo ut in turba ca- 
'& pentium, ficut huic genti mos ей, quot videas capita, tot audias 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
PRINCE CONSORT ROAD, SOUTH KENSINGTON, LONDON SW7 


Telegrams: Initiative London S W 7 Telephone: 01-589 3643 


RCM ХХХІІ.В.20(4) ANCIENT BRITISH MUSIC. 


The annotations to the printed сору (eg р.б), and the 


annotations on Ғ.1у of the MS additional material, are 
in the handwriting of JOHN STAFFORD SMITH. 


This can be checked by comparing it with the handwriting of 
John Stafford Smith which appears,with his signature, in 
RCM 61776.a.2.(Smith's annotated copy of Burney's History 


of Music). 


Particularly characteristic are : the capital "BA, "5! 
also "p' !&! 
also the word 'The' etc, 


J.Littlejohn, 
Administrative Assistant, 
For Keeper, 


29.5.1975. 
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